
Dear Parents, 
Beachathon: We had another fabulous day of fun and community at Tathra last Friday. 
A special note of thanks to the P&F fundraising team who organised the Beachathon: 
Antoinette Woods, Anya Alcock, Tam Prime, Roz Kennedy & Pip White. Our thanks also is 
extended to Simon Bateman and the dynamic  parent team for organising the BBQ. 
 

First Holy Communion: What a beautiful evening we had in St Patrick’s Church last 

night as many of our children made their First Holy Communion. We thank Fr Luke for 
celebrating this special sacramental occasion with us. Thank you to Mrs Grant, Mrs Lott & 
Mrs McNoe for their planning and teaching of the RE program and their preparation of the 
candidates including the retreat day on Wednesday. 
 

Park Lighting Bega Valley Shire Council are seeking feedback on the lighting 

upgrade carried out at the park earlier this year.  Can you take a minute to answer the 
online poll at https://www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au/cp_themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC-
BCK-08-83-64 

 
SLEEPOUT: Tonight I am joining the brave St  Pat’s kids at our Sleepout to raise awareness 

of homelessness and to support the Orange Sky Laundry. Thanks to Mrs Grant for 
organising this initiative and for the willing and able student participants. I am sure we will 
have a great time – if not a comfortable sleep. Everyone in the community can support this 
initiative by sponsoring those of us sleeping out in the hall. See Mrs Grant’s REC message 
for details. 
 
LEARNING: This week I have enjoyed visiting classrooms once again. Our ‘Make, Say, 

Write, Do’ approach in Mathematics is visible around the school. In K1M the students have 
been learning about our base 10 system and making groups of tens, and counting by 10s 
and 1s. They are becoming quite adept at ‘making’ and ‘saying’ numbers into the 100s. In 
12B learners were focussed on time and learning more about clocks. Students have been 
demonstrating knowledge of o’clock and half past times on the clock and learning about 
the clockwise direction.  
 
Recognition of Learning: Students across the  
school continue to set learning goals and work  
toward achieving their goals. The recognition of  
learning statements look a lot like the merit 
awards.  When your child brings one home take 
some time to celebrate with them! 
For those of you interested in the full 
documentation on the 2018 trial of a new 
approach to celebrating learners and learning 
please click on this link: 

Celebrating Learners and Learning 2018 

 
Blessings on your weekend. 
Jo 
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SCHOOL BOARD  

Board Report 

The Board’s recent meeting began with a discussion about the role of the Board and how it can effectively “support the 

mission of Catholic Education...and provide leadership to the wider school community.”  

A Board email address will be trialled to provide all parents with a stronger voice.  However, some issues should be 

directed towards the class teacher or Leadership Team rather than the Board. 

 

Areas within the Board’s decision-making parameters include: 

 Supporting Catholic identity and pastoral care strategies 

 Promoting the school to the wider community 

 Approving the annual budget, school fees/levies and uniforms 

 Developing school enterprises eg; hall hire 

 Developing maintenance programs and strategic plans 

 Supporting the P&F 
Areas where the Board may provide advice include: 

 Curriculum 

 Educational policies 

 Student welfare policies 

 Parent support processes 
 

TRIAL FOR RECOGNISING STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 

Some parents have asked about the removal of Vision Awards and regular assemblies.  This year is a trial of 

Celebrations of Learning where each student presents their work once a semester in a class expo.  This is an 

opportunity for all students to achieve success through authentic learning experiences.  Certificates for achieving goals 

set by each student, in collaboration with their teacher, are another means of recognising how students are living the 

Vision.   

Some of the reasons for the trial include: 

 Aim to encourage intrinsic motivation rather than an external award/reward (based on current research).   

 Subjectivity of awards - student and parent perceptions about who gets awards and why 

 Time spent on preparation for assembly items disproportionate to the learning that occurred - The Celebrations of         

Learning have been well received as students are proudly sharing work that has emerged from their daily 

experiences. 

As part of our Annual Improvement Plan, student and parent surveys will be conducted later in the year to seek 

feedback on this new approach. 

 

EEFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 

Communication fits in to the Strategic Plan as a means of strengthening the school-home relationship.  Some people 

have reported issues with Skoolbag since the upgrade - the advice was to delete the app then reinstall it. 

Suggestions of using Facebook as a means of promoting the school to the wider community were discussed with the 

consensus that for privacy reasons this will not be pursued by the school.  Not only can images be copied and 

manipulated for sinister purposes, using Facebook opens the community up to being trolled; which unfortunately has 

been the experience of at least one community member.  Please keep in mind that social media etiquette applies as 

much to adults as it does to children. 

 

FUTURE STAFFING AND WELLBEING 

The success of St Pat’s has always been the passion of its staff and their commitment to creating a supportive 

community.  The central role staff played in the Mothers’ Day breakfast, the Beachathon and their attendance at an 

interstate conference are examples of this.  The Board thanks the staff for all they do and acknowledges that many of 

these extra activities impact on their work-life balance. 

As part of the Strategic Plan, the Board discussed ways to support our wonderful staff and also how to attract new 

teachers to the area.  Teachers and students have benefited from teacher’s aides and specialist support such as 

speech pathologists.  However, as a school we are in desperate need of professional counsellors/psychologists and the 

Board will join the school in lobbying for this; it is beneficial to the wellbeing of students and staff alike.   

Whilst some suggestions, like a dating service could prove successful in attracting new teachers to the area, other 

ideas such as offering billeting for teachers on placement (part of uni course) and forming stronger links with the 

University of Wollongong and Australia’s Catholic University were more realistic. 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
It has been a busy few weeks at St Patrick’s! NAPLAN occurred in Week 3 and many students put their 

best effort into the tests. Some students’ opinions of the experience can be read below.  

 

Last week the staff and students had a wonderful time at our Beachathon. Thank you to all the parents, 

staff and students for making it a great day.  

 

NRMA visited us on Tuesday for a Science and Road Safety Day. The students found it very interesting 

and enjoyable. You can read about the experiences of two students below.  

Congratulations to all the students who have participated in First Eucharist – may this be the start of a 

wonderful journey of faith and personal friendship with Jesus.  

 

We have lots of pictures to show the many happenings at St Patrick’s!   

 

Blessings to you  

Mary-Ann 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 

NAPLAN 

In Week 3, all the Year 3 and 5 boys and girls participated in NAPLAN. All the Year 3s went to Mrs Lott’s 

class. We had to arrange the tables so we didn’t copy each other’s work. We could only have a pencil 

and a rubber. We had to do lots of work in maths, spelling, reading and writing. It was hard work, but I 

was happy because I got through all the questions.  

By Blake Venables 3/4L 

In Week 3, Year 3 and 5 did NAPLAN. Year 5 went to the Library and Year 3 went in 34L’s classroom. 

They did Language Conventions, then writing, then reading and the last test was Numeracy (maths). 

Most questions weren’t too hard but five questions were challenging to me. Three tests had about 30 to 

50 questions. I was pleased when I was finished.  

By Alexia Spitzer 3/4L 

NAPLAN was very challenging and fun. It got our minds working. If you put your mind to it, NAPLAN is 

pretty easy, but if you don’t try or give it nothing, it will get harder as you go. We did 4 tests – Reading 

was where we had to read a booklet with stories in it and answer questions about them. Writing was 

where we had to write a persuasive text about something. Language Conventions was a test about 

punctuation, spelling and grammar and Numeracy was all about angles, times tables and many other 

maths topics. It was fun.  

By Steph Taylor 5/6L 

I think NAPLAN was really hard, especially the Numeracy, because just in the last minute I was finished. 

On the other hand, it was a fun opportunity to test your limits and learn new strategies. So if anyone tells 

you they’re worried, tell them not to worry because teachers just want to test where you are at and what 

your strengths are. Tell them it’s just a fun experience.  

By Tom Alderman 5/6L  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NRMA Science and Road Safety Day 

I got to sit in the booster seat and I learnt how to put my seatbelt on over my collar 

bone and hip bone.    Jack 1/2B 

 

We have to stop, look, listen, think, before we cross the road.   Maya 1/2B 

 

BEACHATHON 

LOOK AT THESE GREAT SANDCASTLES!! 

NOTICE RE SPORT/SPECIALISTS ON TUESDAYS/THURSDAYS 

THE FOLLOWING CLASSES WILL BE HAVING THEIR SPECIALIST CLASSES WEEK 6 – 10 ON TUESDAYS 

SO THAT THEY CAN HAVE TENNIS LESSONS WITH OUR COACH JAMES POSO. THESE CLASSES ARE TO 

WEAR THEIR SPORTS UNIFORM ON TUESDAYS UNTIL THE END OF TERM: 

KG, K/1M, K/2, 3/4L, 4/5M 

THESE CLASSES ARE TO WEAR THEIR SPORTS UNIFORM ON THURSDAYS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 

THE TERM AND WILL HAVE THEIR SPECIALIST CLASSES ON THURSDAYS: 

2/3C, 5/6L, 5/6B 

Thank you for your understanding of this matter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM THE REC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education in 3/4L 
We have been preparing for First Eucharist. We have learned about the vestments and vessels that Fr Luke wears 
and uses in Church. The colour of Fr Luke’s vestments change depending on the season. When we are preparing 
for Lent he wears purple. On feast days he wears red or white and on ordinary days he wears green. We have  
explored the four parts of the Mass; the Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist and 
Concluding Rites. By Levi and Dougie 
First Eucharist Congratulations to the 22 students from St Patrick’s who made their First Eucharist on Thursday 

31st May.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sleepout The sleepout is happening tonight! Please support the 35 students who are participating. This year our 

sleepout will support Orange Sky Laundry. Our fundraising target is $600. It costs Orange Sky Laundry $6 to wash 

and dry someone's clothes. $6 purchases 1 cycle $60 purchases 10, $120 purchases a day and $600 a week. 

Donations can be made on our GoFundMe page https://www.gofundme.com/st-patrick039s-sleepout  

Refugee Visit In the July school holidays from the 13th until the 17th six refugee families from Smithfield Public 

School in Western Sydney will be visiting the Bega Valley Shire. The Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire 
Coast are seeking families from local schools including St Patrick’s who would be interested in hosting these 
families. Sharing floor space and bunking down in one room or the like will be expected. The Social Justice 
advocates of the Sapphire Coast will be transporting these families from Canberra on the Friday 13th and helping 
with daily transport. St Patrick's Mini Vinnies will facilitate a visit to St Patrick’s and host families will be welcomed 
to join in other activities also. Please contact Mrs Grant if you are interested in becoming a host family 
emma.grant@cg.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

mailto:emma.grant@cg.catholic.edu.au


P&F NEWS 

SPORTS NEWS 

OFFICE NEWS 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

Simply place your order before 8.00am Monday (or any day prior to Monday).  
To use this option follow the steps below:  
Step 1. Download Qkr!  
On your Android phone or iPhone. iPad users must download iPhone app.  
Step 2. Register Select your Country of Residence as ‘Australia’ and follow the steps to register.  
Step 3. Find our school Our school will appear in ‘Nearby Locations’ if you’re within 10kms of our school, or search for 
our school by name.  
Step 4.  Register your child When first accessing our school you will be prompted to add a student profile for your 
child/children. This allows you to make orders and payments for them. 
 
We will still be accepting cash orders through the classroom as well.  

Book Club order forms were sent home with your child today.  Please return any orders to 

the school office by Wednesday 12th June 2018. Please note orders after this date cannot 

be accepted. 

 

Dear Staff and Parents, 

If you have been married for 10 years or more and would like to discuss and hear about how we can better support marriages 

in our Archdiocese you are warmly invited to join other married couples at our first Archdiocesan Marriage as Mission 

Afternoon Tea to be held at Haydon Hall behind St Christopher’s Cathedral in Manuka from 2-4pm on Sat 2nd June.  

At the Marriage as Mission Afternoon Tea you will have the opportunity to: 

 Learn about Pope Francis’ vision for the accompaniment of married couples  

 Contribute your ideas about how we as a Church can better promote and support marriage 

 Hear about ways to get involved in ministries already supporting marriages in this Archdiocese 

 Network with and feel supported by other Catholic couples from across the Archdiocese 

 

It is fine if only one member of a couple can attend.  There is no charge for the event but a donation of $10 per couple on the 

day would be appreciated to help with catering. Register at http://bit.ly/marriageasmission or click the graphic below. Enquiries 

contact Lara Kirk on 0429 192 869 or at lara.kirk@cg.org.au  

 
Due to our proximity to the snow fields I am aware that some of our families take advantage of this and we now have a few 
children who are skiers. After contacting St Pat's Cooma we were sent some information regarding competitions available to 
primary aged children. If you are interested in entering your child into some winter snow activities please contact Jannene 
Harnett, Jo Scott Pegum or leave your name at the office and we will send home the informantion with your child.   

P&F Thanks: Mothers' Day Stall - Thank you to all those who helped wo-man the stall and for the children who bought 

something.  We hope all the special women in our St Pat's community had a wonderful Mothers' Day.  Special thanks to Anya 

Alcock for organising the gifts and coordinating the stall.  Beachathon  - Huge thank you to all who helped make the 

Beachathon a wonderful experience: from the volunteers to everyone who sponsored students and also to the three 

businesses who donated the major prizes. 

Congratulations to 2/3C which raised the most with $683 and to K/1M which had the most number of students return the 

money.  The total amount raised was $3,387.30 

Winners of the vouchers were: 

* Magic Mountain = Xavier Scott-Pegum 2/3C will celebrate with popcorn and a movie 

* Mudd Monsters Obstacle Park = Joshua Blacka K/1M will celebrate with cupcakes and an icypole 

* Cat Balou = Abbey Collins 

 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 

There are a large number of school fees that remain outstanding for this term. 

Please attend to this as soon as possible to avoid further correspondence. 
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